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A Short History of Rome. By Frank Frost Abbott. With Hand- 
book for the Study of Roman History. Chicago : Scott, Fores- 
man & Co., 1906. Pp. 304. $1. (Teacher's Handbook, pp. 48, 

$0.25.) 

Teachers of Roman history rejoice that the elementary handbooks no longer 
close with the establishment of the empire, but, on the other hand, such subjects 
as the development of the monastic system, the Moorish invasion of Europe, 
and Charlemagne's empire are such a far cry from things essentially Roman 
that one cannot but wish they might begin mediaeval history rather than close 
that of Rome, the Historical Associations to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Professor Abbott's book is evidently designed primarily for use in secondary 
schools. In certain matters of style, in the desire to be vivid and concrete, and 
in the cursory treatment of various important questions, the appeal to the younger 
mind is evident, and it would not serve so well the needs of elementary college 
classes for a handbook on Roman history as Pelham's Outlines, for instance. 
And yet such chapters as those on the successful struggles of the plebeians, the 
expansion beyond the sea, and the beginning of the revolution, are written with 
such a splendid power of condensation, such a grasp of the essential points of the 
story and insight into the deeper significance of the movements portrayed, that 
they could hardly, within similar compass, be surpassed. 

The preface emphasizes the author's aim that his narrative should (1) be 
concrete, (2) show unity in the story, and (3) portray all sides of Roman life. 
It is to be regretted that he was not able to carry out more adequately the plan 
to treat of the social history of Rome, so important to the pupil of the high-school 
stage. It is just this that the extension of the history into the Middle Ages 
makes impossible. He has succeeded in his effort to emphasize the continuity 
of Roman history, and yet by constant summaries keeps well defined the various 
periods — a thing essential to the student's mastery of the subject. 

One misses in the text the bibliographies and lists of sources, but an excellent 
supplementary handbook gives these, along with many helpful suggestions. 
From the pedagogical point of view this is the most important single feature of 
the book, and it is to be hoped that both teachers and students will make use 
of it. Even in the secondary schools students should acquire some acquaintance 
with the original sources. The illustrations are sufficiently numerous and good; 
there are many maps, some, however, as those on pp. 45 and 95, being too con- 
densed to be serviceable. The book is well printed and almost free from mistakes. 

Professor Abbott's painstaking scholarship is evident throughout the book. 
On some points he has avoided statements made in his Institutions. Here and 
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there is to be found the inevitable omission, or the dogmatic assertion of debatable 
points. One notes, for instance, the failure to mention at all Hannibal's hopes 
of Gallic and Italian aid in his great campaign and the disastrous results of their 
non-realization. The important position assigned Cicero in the senatorial pro- 
gramme, § 297, might perhaps be expected from so sympathetic an interpreter 
of Cicero as Professor Abbott. As a whole, the book is noteworthy for its defi- 
niteness and exactness. The rise of the new nobility and the defeat of the 
democracy following hard on its seeming success, the inevitable though unfore- 
seen results of the imperialistic policy, the conversion of an economic into a 
political struggle beginning with the Gracchi, and many other such matters are 
portrayed with a clearness characteristic of the author's determination to leave 
nothing essential in his narrative unexplained. 

It is a source of satisfaction that our elementary historical textbooks are at 
last being written by competent scholars, and Professor Abbott's work is of such 
a character that no teacher of history can afford not to investigate its merits. 

C. K. Chase 
Earlham College 



Griechische Schulgrammatik. Von Curtius v. Hartel. Bearbei- 
tet von Dr. Florian Weigel. 25. durchgesehene Auflage. 
Wien: F. Temsky, 1906. Pp. iv+299. Kr. 3.10. 

This is a grammar of Attic Greek with a good Homeric grammar of forty- 
seven pages added. Part I, "Formenlehre," can hardly be too highly praised. 
The doctrine of the ablaut and the established principles of the new philology 
are embodied in the main treatment. The «, and the u (f ), the apparent diph- 
thong, and the recognition of verb-stems in » (reKiw, TeX«<r-) render many irregu- 
larities regular and reveal obscure relations. An admirable handling, with 
enlightening explanation, Indo-European comparisons (especially Latin), the 
use of analogy, and the invariable cross-reference, makes the treatment unusually 
effective. The analytical arrangement of the material, independent of the 
marginal section numbers for reference, the appeal to reason as well as memory, 
and the excellent typography, displaying the logic of the treatment and present- 
ing an open page in comfortable letter, are also pedagogical virtues. It is grati- 
fying to have the model verb developed and set in paradigm by tense systems. 
Unfortunately, in the full verb paradigm the moods read down instead of across 
the page, as the systems presented them. The treatment of each verb class, 
otherwise freshened by the new view-point, is illustrated by an extended list in 
conspicuous diagram presenting the principal parts and stems. One wonders 
that no mention is made of the classical Attic names of letters and of the aspira- 
tion of initial w, and that no explanation is offered of the origin of « in the future 
of liquid verbs. The addition of the following cross-references seems needful: 
10, 3, c, A. 3 u. 4 at 105, 1; 104, 1 at 113, 4; 88, Bern. 1 u. 83, Bern. 1 at 119, 
Bern. 1; and 112, 1, A at 119, Bern. 4, b. 



